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Submission to the Healthy Rivers Plan

From A D and R L Hicks

46 Torehape Road West R D 1 Ngatea

The Compulsory Use of Consultants to Prepare Farm Environment

Plan

As a Steep hill country dry stock farmer of 40 years’ experience |
have never employed a consultant, yet the BNZ used our farm as an
Industry benchmark for many years.

My Concerns with having to use a consultant are;

1

3a

3b

Ba

5b

The money would be more wisely spent directly on farm
environmental issues.

The FEP could be done by farmers themselves as the
consultant will be relying on information provided by us.

Because there is very little precise science around the
knowledge of sediment movement between classes of stock
relative to soil types, topography and nutrient movement we
will be exposed to emotional and visual interpretations of
different consultants and this is not good enough.

If the science was precise there would be no need for an
expert to review it?

Should the WRC not have the expertise to handle a farmer
generated plan then they should employ more experts and
share the cost with all those who benefit rather than the
farmers having to meet all costs.

Because many hill country farmers put on no, or low levels of
fertiliser the nutrient transfer will be negligible.

Those farmers who do put on regular fertiliser have
access to nutrient budgets and overseer and will be able to
do their own FEP.



6 Should the FEP need to be so detailed that only an accredited
consultant can write it, then no farmer will follow it and what
is the point of that?

Concerns Around Requiring Resource Consents for Change of Land
Use and Stock Policy

Having farmed through many Govt policies..... Muldoon, Lange etc.,
many economic cycles, industry calamities and adverse weather
events, all out of our control, we have learnt the key to economic
survival in the hill country dry stock industry is to be flexible, able to
read markets and to be able to move stock policy quickly should the
need arrive .

Would an accountant who wishes to grow his client base have to apply
for a consent or the corner dairy who wants to change stock policy
have to apply to WRC to do so?

So why should a farmer have to apply for consent to change stock
policy or stock ratios in order to keep up with the market.

This draconian part of the plan has the potential to kill Hill Country
farming by having bureaucrats and policy makers dictate how we run
our business.

This goes back to the days when the government run banks set farm
policy.

This part of the plan needs to be thought about very carefully as
bureaucrats have a bad habit of being slow and wrong and leave the
farmers who are left behind to pick up the pieces and pay the price.

If farmers are not profitable there will be no way that we can

enhance the environmc;ZJ
Signed AD Hicksza..:..............RL Hicks.. LSt
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