
From: David Wilson
To: Healthy Rivers
Subject: (David Wilson 1/2)submission
Date: Sunday, 5 March 2017 3:11:30 p.m.
Attachments: WRCSubmission.docx

Waikato Regional Council

Submission for

Healthy Rivers Proposed Plan Change 1

 

Any plan change needs to involve the whole communities’ activities
including storm water and treated sewage discharges to the waterways.

It is not fair that farming controls their leaching potential if municipal bodies
are allowed to continue discharges to rivers without improvement in water
quality before discharging.

UREA

When farmers apply urea as nitrogen fertiliser to pasture the rates are around
20kg of nitrogen per hectare at any one application.  Potential leaching from
this amount is minimal.

Urine patches are the main contributor up to 1000 kg of nitrogen per hectare
in a single urine patch.  These are the main source of nitrogen leaching from
grazed pasture.

STOCKING RATES

In the Waikato when cows are stocked at more than 3 cows per hectare they
need to be supplemented with maize silage.  Maize silage is grown on
additional land where no stock grazes on it so no urine deposited.  Therefore
highly stocked farms need to measure the total area their feed is coming
from. The stocking rate over the whole area will still be around 3 cows per
hectare.  If a lower stocking rate for every hectare is applied then the land
now growing maize will be return to livestock grazing and have urine
deposits.

OVERSEER   

This is only a computer modelling tool and should not be used as a
regulatory tool.  Rivers and streams need to physically sampled to identify
areas of leaching.

SWIMMIBILITY

Sampling has shown that late autumn after rainfall is the time most leaching
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Any plan change needs to involve the whole communities’ activities including storm water and treated sewage discharges to the waterways.

It is not fair that farming controls their leaching potential if municipal bodies are allowed to continue discharges to rivers without improvement in water quality before discharging. 

UREA

When farmers apply urea as nitrogen fertiliser to pasture the rates are around 20kg of nitrogen per hectare at any one application.  Potential leaching from this amount is minimal. 

Urine patches are the main contributor up to 1000 kg of nitrogen per hectare in a single urine patch.  These are the main source of nitrogen leaching from grazed pasture.

STOCKING RATES

In the Waikato when cows are stocked at more than 3 cows per hectare they need to be supplemented with maize silage.  Maize silage is grown on additional land where no stock grazes on it so no urine deposited.  Therefore highly stocked farms need to measure the total area their feed is coming from. The stocking rate over the whole area will still be around 3 cows per hectare.  If a lower stocking rate for every hectare is applied then the land now growing maize will be return to livestock grazing and have urine deposits.

OVERSEER	

This is only a computer modelling tool and should not be used as a regulatory tool.  Rivers and streams need to physically sampled to identify areas of leaching.

SWIMMIBILITY

Sampling has shown that late autumn after rainfall is the time most leaching takes place and rivers are most at risk of exceeding desired swimmable levels.  Because of New Zealand’s cool temperatures from April to November swimming is not a desirable option during that time. 

CLARITY

Clarity of the Waikato River changes when the Waipa joins it and drainage from peat swamps and lakes in the lower Waikato naturally carry tannin stained water from the peat soils.  As well Koi Carp by their nature eat vegetation and stir up sediment in the river beds and banks.  Clearing Koi Carp from the river system would a useful tool to improve water clarity. 

E.COLI

E.coli is everywhere in the environment so naturally some must be present in waterways.  It is recommended that water in rivers and streams in native bush which is above any farmed land has to be treated to be safe to drink because of giardia and e.coli.  This would suggest that this water would never be safe to drink or swim in.  In the lower reaches wild fowl and fish also add to levels of e.coli.  Algae blooms only form in still water.  They could be chemically treated at point of source.  The hydro lakes are a good example of where this could be done. 

Waikato Regional Council needs to get any issued sorted with Hauraki Iwi leaders before any progress can be made on this plan.  The whole region, town, country and Maori need to be treated equally and fairly. 

It is a concern to find out how much influence Maori Iwi have on WRC decision making. 

We need to add a K to Iwi (Kiwi) and work together as a united region. 
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Any plan change needs to involve the whole communities’ activities including 
storm water and treated sewage discharges to the waterways. 

It is not fair that farming controls their leaching potential if municipal bodies 
are allowed to continue discharges to rivers without improvement in water 
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UREA 

When farmers apply urea as nitrogen fertiliser to pasture the rates are around 
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this amount is minimal.  
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In the Waikato when cows are stocked at more than 3 cows per hectare they 
need to be supplemented with maize silage.  Maize silage is grown on 
additional land where no stock grazes on it so no urine deposited.  Therefore 
highly stocked farms need to measure the total area their feed is coming from. 
The stocking rate over the whole area will still be around 3 cows per hectare.  
If a lower stocking rate for every hectare is applied then the land now growing 
maize will be return to livestock grazing and have urine deposits. 

OVERSEER  

This is only a computer modelling tool and should not be used as a regulatory 
tool.  Rivers and streams need to physically sampled to identify areas of 
leaching. 
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Sampling has shown that late autumn after rainfall is the time most leaching 
takes place and rivers are most at risk of exceeding desired swimmable levels.  
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