
Healthy Rivers submission continued. Page six of seven. 

8th March 20 I 7. 

Further comments. 

As outlined above, the proposed plan change would make my farm totally uneconomic. 

If somehow 1 had concentrated on this plan change rather than setting up my new dairy farm, then 
perhaps I could have gone to the bank, borrowed enough money to dump a huge amount of nitrogen 
fertiliser on the farm. 
Then I could have continued to farm into the future with confidence. Confidence in meeting 
inequitable rules. But not in confidence that the Waikato river system was being protected. 

The proposed ten year time frame for the plan creates incredible future uncertainty. If somehow, I 
were to be able to continue farming under the current plan - as some sort of subsistence existence -
then any future tightening of rules in a similar inequitable way (for example a blanket percentage 
reduction in nitrogen leaching) would make "toughing it out" for ten years a waste of effort. 

Mitigation: 
Waikato Regional Council (WRC) staff were unable to clarify for me how mitigation could be 
applied. Apparently the plan change is not detailed enough. 

l note that the stream below my farm is already highly degraded (WRC monitoring upstream of my 
farm on the Opuatia at "Two Bridges") despite the stream running out of beef, sheep and forestry 
blocks. 

I note that the stream adjacent to my farm usually has large number of koi carp which create large 
sediment plumes. I think that allowing me to apply mitigation of either financial kind or physical 
work (catching the carp) could benefit the Waikato river system and overall improve the 
environment. 

The plan needs to specifically allow for such endeavors. This could be a partial solution to my 
concern over the nitrogen leaching restrictions. 

Overseer: 
Linking Nitrogen leaching rules to Overseer directly creates potential problems. Horizons One Plan 
is facing this issue now. The Waikato should avoid this. 

Equity between landowners: 
I note that my neighbour on five acres has 2 horses and 2 milking cows. The stocking rate is much 
higher than mine and so will be the nitrogen leaching per hectare. But size of the farm excludes 
them from evaluation under the same rules as myself. This is both inequitable and not protecting the 
environment. 



Gifting (grandparenting) nitrogen leaching rights to farms with current high nitrogen losses, whilst 
restricting farms like my own from adopting farming best practice is both inequitable and does not 
protect the environment. 

All I am asking for is to be allowed to farm with a nitrogen leaching "allowance" of no more than 
the regional average for dairy farms. I do not believe forcing me to apply for a resource consent to 
continue farming would be fair. It would have no certainty of success. And my wider neighbours 
could continue to damage the water quality without significant restriction on their activities. 
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